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MAY 1ST TO 7TH

MAY 1ST: MAY DAY
WHY IS MAY 1ST CALLED MAY DAY?

In 1889, May Day was chosen as the date for International
Workers’ Day by the socialists and communists of
the Second International, as well as anarchists, labor
activists, and leftists in general around the world, to
commemorate the Haymarket affair in Chicago and the
struggle for an eight-hour working day.

MAY 3: EID AL-FITR
WHAT HAPPENS ON EID AL-FITR?

Eid al-Fitr is the earlier of the two official holidays
celebrated within Islam. The religious holiday is celebrated
by Muslims worldwide because it marks the end of the
month-long dawn-to-sunset fasting of Ramadan.
WHY DO MUSLIMS CELEBRATE EID AL-FITR?

1945: GERMANY SURRENDERS
UNCONDITIONALLY TO THE
ALLIES IN FRANCE

As a time to celebrate, Muslims gather their friends
and family to show gratitude toward God following the
previous month of reflection. The holiday serves as a
great reminder for Muslims to be grateful for what they
have, and to share with those who may be less fortunate.

On May 7, 1945, the German High Command,
in the person of General Alfred Jodl,
signs the unconditional surrender of all
German forces, East and West, at Reims, in
northeastern France.

MAY 5TH: CINCO DE MAYO

General Dwight Eisenhower demanded
complete surrender of all German forces.
If this demand was not met, Eisenhower
was prepared to seal off the Western front,
preventing Germans from fleeing to the
West, thereby leaving them in the hands of
the enveloping Soviet forces.

More popular in the United States than in Mexico, Cinco
de Mayo has become associated with the celebration of
Mexican-American culture. The day gained nationwide
popularity in the 1980’s due to advertising campaigns
by beer, wine, and tequila companies; today, Cinco de
Mayo generates beer sales on par with the Super Bowl.
In Mexico, the commemoration of the battle continues
to be mostly ceremonial.

Cinco de Mayo is an annual celebration which
commemorates the anniversary of Mexico’s victory over
the French Empire at the Battle of Puebla in 1862.

