The Co n st itut i o n

December 1st - 4th

On the 1st in 1955, Rosa Parks boarded a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Instead of going to the back of the bus,
which was designated for African Americans, she sat in the front. When the bus started to fill up with white
passengers, the bus driver asked Parks to move. She refused. Her resistance set in motion one of the largest
social movements in history, the Montgomery Bus Boycott.”
When asked about her true motivation for not moving to the back of the bus, Parks revealed “People always say
that I didn’t give up my seat because I was tired, but that isn’t true. I was not tired physically, or no more tired than
I usually was at the end of a working day. I was not old, although some people have an image of me as being old
then. I was forty-two. No, the only tired I was, was tired of giving in.”
Thought: Perhaps the movement has begun wherein “We The People” are tired of “giving in” and
begin to stand for and defend the heritage we have all been provided, no matter the skin color, race,
ethnic background, religion, gender or even the economic conditions we were born into. Each of us
have been promised that we have Freedoms and Rights as described in the founding documents of
this country. Our heritage, we call America, our Ancestors fought for and defended.
On the 3rd in 1818, Illinois becomes a State (the 21st), only after they begin to understand the concept of
Compromise. Many options lay at the feet of those that would both propose and approve Statehood, with the
Slavery question being at the forefront. Eventually Illinois is granted statehood being admitted as a Free State,
in reference to Slavery. Read about the 1818 Compromise, and how it connected everyone in the region.¹
Today, Illinois has been the first to implement policies in such areas as the 1st to Eliminate Cash Bail, the 1st to
require Asian-American History in Schools, since 2019 Chicago leads the Nation in Mass Shootings, averaging
about one per week. We might ask, has compromise necessarily brought good policy?
Season Thoughts: Finally, this is a week where we begin to recognize the hand
of Providence as we move into the holiday season. As the Founding Fathers
recognized the concept of Natural Law, they worked to ensure that the Federal
government being created was free from religious constraints. This did not
preclude individual States from proscribing religious constraints. Some would
argue that at the time of the founding of the United States of America, society
was highly religious and yet today we find Derek Thompson in The Atlantic stating
“Those, like me, who have largely rejected this package deal, often find themselves
shopping à la carte for meaning, community, and routine to fill a faith-shaped void.
Their politics is a religion. Their work is a religion. Their spin class is a church. And
not looking at their phone for several consecutive hours is a Sabbath.” ²

“Unalienable rights
always survive
oppression. The greater
the subjugation the
more that Natural Law
shines as the path to
personal sovereignty.”
Wade John Taylor,
See “The Pamphlet”

Are we consumed in ourselves? Can we during this Holiday season, learn a little more about Natural Law, about
the Freedoms of Religion that we enjoy as a society, which has brought hope to millions, globally, as they have
sought to enjoy the Freedoms that many Americans take for granted today. Simply the right to worship how,
where or what they may. Let us give thanks to the Providence that guides and protects us, by learning and
coming to a knowledge of Truths that will shore us up in times of need. I pray that this season, more than any
other, will find you learning and coming alive with an understanding of the truths that our ancestors defended.
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