The Co n st itut i o n

December 5th - 11th

On the 6th in 1865, the 13th Amendment is Ratified, becoming a part of our Constitutional Rights. The
emancipation was not enough, to clearly lay to rest the slavery issue, in border States and States to yet join the
union, the issue could only be resolved by each state that is a part of this Constitutional Contract, today and in
the future, is to ratify a newly created amendment.
On the 7th in 1787 (1st State to do so) Delaware ratifies the Constitution. Their statement of endorsement was
short, simple and to the point. They approved.
On the 7th in 1941, Pearl Harbor is attacked and while Admiral Yamamoto is credited with saying “I fear all we
have done is awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible resolve”, the words were more than likely “A military
man can scarcely pride himself on having ‘smitten a sleeping enemy’; it is more a matter of shame, simply, for the
one smitten. I would rather you made your appraisal after seeing what the enemy does, since it is certain that,
angered and outraged, he will soon launch a determined counterattack.” Attack the US did, with the Doolittle Raid.
On the 8th in 1941, the US enters WWII, with President Roosevelt
reflecting on the attack at Pearl Harbor as “A Date which will live in
infamy.” While other countries have been known to engage in war, to
expand their empires, the United States enters WWII to bring peace to
a chaotic world and the hope of restoring freedom for all mankind.
People unite.
On the 10th in 1817 Mississippi becomes the 20th State. In 1902
President Teddy Roosevelt was on a hunting trip and refused to shoot
a bear that had been tied to a tree. The cartoon that followed inspired
a store owner to create a stuffed “Teddy Bear”.
On the 11th in 1816 Indiana becomes the 19th State. While prior to Statehood the issue of Slavery was a divisive
topic, by the time Statehood was granted, Indiana adopts a policy forbidding Slavery.
Thoughts on Providence and Natural Law:
“I do not believe that the
Constitution was the
offspring of [divine]
inspiration, but I am
perfectly satisfied, that the
union of the states, in its
form and adoption, is as
much the work of divine
providence, as any of the
miracles recorded in the Old
and New Testament were the
effects of a divine power.
‘Tis done! We have become
a nation.”
Benjamin Rush

In their first day of “public humiliation, fasting, and
prayer” in 1775, for instance, they acknowledged that
“the great Governor of the World, by his supreme and
universal Providence, not only conducts the course
of nature with unerring wisdom and rectitude, but
frequently influences the minds of men to serve the
wise and gracious purposes of his providential
government” and “our indispensable duty devoutly to
acknowledge his superintending providence…, to
revere and adore his immutable justice as well as to
implore his merciful interposition for our
deliverance.” Congressional Resolution, 1775
See: United States Continental Congress, Congressional
Resolution, Monday, June 12, 1775, in United States Library of
Congress, Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789,
vol. 2/May 10-Sept 20, 1775, ed. Worthington C. Ford (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1905), 87-88.

“The real wonder is that so
many difficulties should have
been surmounted, and
surmounted with a
unanimity almost as
unprecedented as it must
have been unexpected. … It
is impossible for the man of
pious reflection not to
perceive in it a finger of that
Almighty hand which has
been so frequently and
signally extended to our
relief in the critical stages of
the revolution.”
James Madison

