The Co n st itut i o n

december 19th - 25th

On the 19th, in 1777 we begin to learn lessons in Perseverance. “Valley Forge
represents the pinnacle of American perseverance during times of trial…It is
difficult to understand what our forefathers had to endure in order to endure
until victory was achieved.”¹ An army of up to 12,000, living 18 miles from
Philadelphia, during harsh winter weather, with inadequate clothing and
supplies, the experience is one that not even a Scoutmaster would
undertake for a weekend, with a dozen boys. Here the impact of the cold
would see up to 2,000 die before the spring came.
“Washington was known for his reflections with God while
wandering in the woods but was admired for his tireless efforts to
feed and clothe his men. His wife, Martha, supported the work by acquiring aid through local resources and
leading the assistance among the camp follower ladies.” M.R. Beyer.¹
Mark Levin reminds us in American Marxism “as the Revolutionary War looked lost, and the morale of
Washington’s army had reached bottom, Thomas Paine wrote The American Crisis No. 1, to help inspire people to
engage in the worthy cause of the Revolution, with:
“THESE are the times that try men’s souls: The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this
crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks
of man and woman.
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the
conflict, the more glorious the triumph.
What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: --It is dearness only that gives everything its value.
Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so
celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated…
I call not upon a few, but upon all: not on this state or that state, but on every state: up and help us; lay your
shoulders to the wheel; better have too much force than too little, when so great an object is at stake.
Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive,
that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet and to repulse it.
Say not that thousands are gone, turn out your tens of thousands; throw not the burden of the day upon
Providence, but “show your faith by your works,” that God may bless you.”
On the 25th, Christmas is recognized globally. From the days of the Revolution and Martha’s Great Cake, to the
temporary cessation of hostilities during the global Wars of WWI² and WWII, there is something special that
should be gained as we look at the possibilities of goodness in mankind.
Perhaps this season, we can renew our interest to learn more about our country, our faith,
our heritage, and how it is that we can complement this great work for years to come.
See The Pamphlet, Vol 1, Issue 5, Feb 1st, 2021
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See also the newsreel on British and Germans. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2K3EdhP6IY
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