we t h e p eo p l e

February 6th - 12th

On the 6th in 1788, Massachusetts becomes a state (#6). Rich in history, one of
the best told stories is when Captain John Smith, landed in 1614, with a load of
Pilgrims. US #682 was issued in 1930 to commemorate the 300th anniversary of
the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Yes, this story is loaded with details about the
Mayflower, and the Mayflower Compact which became the first agreement for
self-government ever put into writing in America.
On the 7th, ratified in 1795, the 11th Amendment begins to deal with the idea of
how lawsuits are to be brought by citizens against States and whether or not
Federal courts apply.
On the 10th in 1967 the 25th Amendment is Ratified. Yes, what do we do in the event of a vacancy of our
President. Or what do we do if the Cabinet and leaders of Congress, believe that the President is unable to fulfill
the duties of his office? We now have clearer direction due to the States reaching agreement and ratifying this
into Constitutional law. 1) if the President resigns or dies while in office, the Vice President becomes President,
2) whenever there is a vacancy in the office of Vice President, the President shall nominate a replacement with
the confirmation of Congress, 3) the President can tell Congress that the Vice President will be temporarily
assuming the role of President, until he decides otherwise, 4) the Vice President with a majority of the Cabinet
can replace the President, with the caveat that if there is a disagreement, it takes a 2/3rd vote of Congress to
uphold the replacement. Watch this video link.
The TV Series, 24, provides insights on what might happen if the 25th Amendment is put into motion. They
probably had the greatest number of transitions (9) in Presidential office holders.
So, what has this meant in recent history. During President Trumps administration we find that early on their
were discussions to exercise the 25th. Instead, we find that Articles of Impeachment were filed not once, but
twice, resulting in an acquittal vote by the US Senate. This is interesting in that Media and leadership from both
parties fought against President Trump constantly. However the approval ratings told a different story and so
does his legacy after he left office. Should the 25th be used as a political maneuver to change Presidents?
“Patience is a noble virtue, and
when rightly exercised, does not
fail of its reward.”
George Washington

Consider President Biden. Has the Media and Leadership exerted
the same energy in fighting President Biden, by entertaining
discussions on Impeachment or an exercise of the 25th. Well, he has
only been in office for a year which may be a reason for the lack of a
discussion. Impeachment unlikely, for now. The 25th, not so fast.
Should we?

